[Hypoplasia of the thymus gland in children].
Morphological changes of the thymus, tonsils, lymph nodes, spleen, and other organs in two observations of severe combined insufficiency (SCIN) in infants of the first year of life are described. In both cases there was hypoplasia of the thymus with the lack or occasional thymic bodies and poor content of thymocytes in the lobules. In one infant, hypoplasia of the thymus was combined with intestinal angiomatosis which suggested the syndrome of ataxia-teleangiectasia. In the other infant, SCIN was associated with severe granulocytopenia of the Kostman type. In this case epithelial cells of the lobules formed adenomatous structures. Both infants died with sepsis developing against the background of SCIN.